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OLD SURVIVOR

for solo bass and open instrumentation

composed by Michael Maiorana
developed in collaboration with Jason Wells
illustrated by Jonathan Posthuma

Program notes:

Old Survivor is the name of a tree in Dr. Aurelia Reinhardt Redwood
Regional Park, in Oakland, California. The tree is about 470 years old, and
it's the last remaining old growth tree in the Oakland Hills. The area was

logged heavily from 1845-1860, then again from 1906 until 1916, when the
park was purchased by Oakland to preserve the remaining redwoods.

Ensemble performance notes:
- This piece is about a single tree, embodied in the bass
- Everyone else is essentially the forest, in the background
- Lightly ornament the solo bass, stay in the background
- Generally stay in G major, except for special effects (careful on C vs. CH#)
- Chromatic passing tones and pitch bends can be quite welcome
- Silence 1s great. When in doubt, err on the side of silence
- Sustaining G and/or D are also generally good options
- Don’t be overwhelmed by the illustrations: they’re a tool, not an obligation
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Old Survivor

Feel free to do your own thing, but to help get started:
some figures, fragments, and techniques
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Z

for Jason Wells

Old Survivor

Inspired by Dr. Aurelia Reinhardt Redwood Regional Park

Slowly, Freely Michael Maiorana
sul pont., allow some harmonics in |
—. s e e e L D
%_2‘ © (@) (@) (@] < (@) -
Contrabass 4 —== = = = = =
P——>p sim
s  Tempo rubato; J = 60 - P
_— a¥a) ke = = e E
Y I 1 % L 7z y ! Il [3 ] |
FE ot FEEE =S s Ss E ==
= o = = s ="
nep
— —_— N —
i lightly sustain, wake P f
ﬁ " ®  up, mostly D
# - - - =
by S T 7 —5k = ! S REL 3
>y — — | “o 2l
iﬁ - P < == T qtp—‘ > M|
1 i | fl
24 e e EmEm % %
— | M
= |
0 o g’ J. v/ 0>)
| | | () & F. "'i & i
rone ad lib.
P l Dd d lib | '
light and ringy growing, reaching, stretching
® e
T EE—— 12 G- : : - TR e Z &
&—%— == e S » 2 =
e K;\? A 1‘?']._ - . " : 37
= = | s e
bt =% et S =i
SR B
p 3 3 3 mp
X, [}
BEE S Lo = = i
I l 1 3 = 3
5 pocoacecel. . _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_
YRCIN r - P
e 3 5 1) ot : = . = e g
~ /-\ - Py . 7 \’ . = T ; T
15, % ey T —— ==
' = -] '
3 3 3 3 mf mp
: = g [ ——
& it b :

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



WWW.maioranamusic.com

ge \
PR - e ~ jagged, aggressive gliss.
[ ® ] O,
- ; \\\ 3
i 2 - S
Kohm L3} S
| So—\|S
d : e y
X )
SR 2 = —
r=112
31 ungy tone rall. . . _ _ _ _ . o———
04 gri @ ﬁ\?. - —— " — =
e e = == ="
e y i | -
| A e =
o ': ﬂ 1 - P }- i g P 0 S . o3 - F
o F = € S = = = I
- [ I - [ | | |
D drone ad lib.
unhurried, melancholy; D=96
38 @ light textural elements,
A B mostly G + D
>
) e
Y
A o3 s =
P poco marcato (a little separated)
42  alittle more lively; D=126
4 ) -
i Y4 — e ‘ : —
D '§~ AR = = i
= s | I J | 5 4 L £
. | - P § 23 |
3B = ﬁ' = o -
mp poco marcato P
————— m
g 2 little faster ~ a%)
oV & - T e i F e ot St », 3 gt 3 z,. S sl S TP
© % - .ﬂ' i pizz H_I
. J J & Py - ° e 'rg“_ﬁ-@’
)= L . - e
= =< }' e i
o
wf mp v

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



WWW.maioranamusic.com

4

st
o 1 I
y TR com b BT b o A -
& - Tt : - i ol b2t R L
€ : r

X P

A a littlg slower a little faster

2
70
(" Pra) P o o —.
- 14 1 RS
RS e ,.:p_._ﬁ»qf EdeE=e

poco accel. _ a tempo
£ o
Q) AN o\ A\ ~ -
i i —
et = i o s i —e1—F¢ ¢
—_ mf p dolce

descending pitch bends, other descending figures,

77 @ natural harmonics, light overblowing, echo type sounds
) pizz., Lv.

% # 7] =T
D S — — — — e
D)) : , b o P

o : " . '-Q,;:h'.‘-»., .
| ~ — o ) TN NG | P Ly. =
L . 4 1 | 2 =~ = | sl P s 1

hall L) X IN® R“P - I o | > > L ; I

4 N 24 | <} | s OO | ot e ]
i " 1 - i i - i i 1 =
' L4 4 |4 ] [ -
mff forlorn ——— p(echo) legato
91
F A
2

| Fan 7
b8
) poi

: ',f' 4

—JeF f T

P .
_‘u

99
4 : | ]- E—
£ 7 e < r K3 %] T %7 pm——

T oo e Ff 7 o T e e it
) e = = o =
T4 :& T -?a* . 7
I. i J-w IL : ’?A}!' ok w - )

L= |

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



WWW.maioranamusic.com

108“ ta?g{ trenll;)]os‘, reinvigoratirllg n _ Poc‘l) accel.. . T T 3
] I I [ f I [ I ] I i3y
%Eﬁf%wﬁ;; e e T #:T”ﬁ*:&:é-w — E'::;C
A arco —— P R pr _ ], N
'l':g : F\. [P. = F. = YP\. I IP. ?. J \IP‘ ni..‘ % = I
- _.i.- - m—— i- P o P 1 = I k! %' i:
create an effect like pizz. resonance mf
or play on downbeat as & or grace note, ad lib.
(mf mostly G + A, also BC#D, =180
{ . . .
121 . . . . . . . . . . . ... _growinginintensity (] =)
SEsESues 2
= = =

P;w:.: ;%; — =
=

— mp —

pocoaccel. . _ _ _ _ _ poco accel. _

/@ continuing, D=216

more insistent (J ="72)
o4 = =P aan = = S
m 2 P i o s, ] P S s [ SR T Tpfi—:]_ﬁ__}?——ﬁ' T o TR - S
Y] = S e e o e I ! ==t
=
L # T = -., T T - > o T 4 ‘h' i
Fh = T e beeseege e
| | | I [ I [ [ I
D drone li%ht and ringy
or play as J' or grace note, ad lib.
>=240/J.=80
/ //\
S @>(psub. 0
hasi jagged, aggressive gliss.
146 - - - - (emphasis) ~ ~ r J288 281 & .
') — ! Do el el < sl S o . 8liss. ) )
i R & =16 E % } o —1 E = i T i
(O e =8 : o ! —
v = ;.,: o ;: - ;: T < f
o === e
- 71 - li. T f’ } F. F F' ;l
[ [ o] =S [ | [ =y
158 rall ~
# # 57 . | - 2 i o 9
I~ [ =77 { I I 70 1 £t =
s 2 | | | | - ° | | | o W 1 | 1 | -~
o557 i t I e e : t et : 5 z
) | [ :
, 2 )
)i — R —= —= — —= = = ==
i . - E = = = X = = = =
[ I | s I | I s 5 | [ I [

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



WWW.maioranamusic.c
6

om

tender delicate growth figures,

@)

shadowy, ghostly, but not unpleasant

170 =60
n o NG .
= }’E.r 1 l;‘{"lA‘m‘
DI P e R
ra XX - .
= -

177 molto rubato meno rubato
2 — D 77 7 = ! 2
5% i = T I e » T
N —— f : i ] T
R— | =\ m
- e S oo N i T 7
bt O !"‘ﬁ - : g : :k ~ B —
ot o 7 R L
183 (emphasis)
';\ \‘ [ /) T
. = e e e e
I et & = bl & et % A
NV | | 1 1 = X \ il . > 3
[Y) F @7 aiizia
mp mf mp dolce
oy L JVN - - E
i B G — y /i
J=100 textural elements, more G + D,
/_’\ . . . .
restrained simmering excitement
188 @ g
% T i s = PR
v . B R T (6 B e o e i ~
‘@_E"ﬂ S 7 i " ) AR a0 U 2 e ?“W
.) 3 3 A‘*{ 3 ) LA e 4 ‘.%"‘ B 3 % h\
sim. ‘ =3
e e TR 3 P
'Q':‘ﬂ‘r_r‘& ) rl Y & l, e _% ] AI Y = Y = Y o
A4S oY A V4 74 Ll = y SRR l = IO | — A | 5 A et Y B
g 7 > ® ® @ - U I T
</ |__l3’___1 L__|3’__J |_’;ﬂ_1 - L_l.ﬁ_l L3343
mp dolce
191
ol 7 - o R O PRl L LY - e T 7 W n 7 N g S = <
3 3 O e o Bl ae s iy e
- =l . .
hdl X208 - o o P P ] [ [ | & o 2 @#
Iy e e e —— e e T Rh
Lp L_‘;f_: - - D— I_J3’_J L_ x_‘3’_| l_'3’_1 L_‘:,T_n
195
= ———
e — e S ————— e
[ & an YRR 100 - -
£a) & _— - .
)T T -
) . & » o o » = [ £f @& £ &
X 25
P 7o Te e e _@oe = s
L o T AT L e e R
3 3 3 3 f3 3 3 Q"

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



WWW.maioranamusic.com

swells and tlutters 7
®
s -~ 2
P AR Y : s BE: it
(et ' . "
ANAY ——— = - —
Q) P B, i T
sulDopt.  sim.
'}'”ﬁ Ijg : VE:\ : 7L_|L. 7 G 7 =
.E "—J“‘t L_g—| L’ LgJ s L3 t’ L_3.__I|’— i -E Lg Il gl g1
-l < 3 3 3 3 -
3 3 3
mf mp —_—mf
L = - ikl ) = - e
o,
. - il
)i [ ‘_‘? >
7 7 I 7 /o
L g 1 : g 1
£ =l oo ==
3 3 3
mp
yearning, light, tremolo,
expectant, building @

f L_g—1 & L—g—JL_g—JL g1
209 o
- - —% > r e —
| fan W1 — £7a > ;
[Y)
) = =
L i i i
2 % Vi |
g1 - L g L g 1L _g_1 g [ S g1
[ N v O i B & & 3 3 3
3 3 3
p
harmonics, tremolo, /};
. m
212 some noise, more texture bri \\J
4 i ring out top note
P A1 ity eI P e O 2

Acais 2o

J".,

o

Y

-

o

VA

7

Vi

L—g— L g1 I_.3__..J

VA Z

N

|_3_l-‘-

|___3_._.Jl_.3_JI_3__]I >N

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



WWW.maioranamusic.com

8 repeated n(;te, sustain, helf) fill the s
218

i fuller, raw sound
o M e = TR = ] = = = =
G e LA o === o
© 3 3 3
~ Pedril Ay 2 e e o 7 £>3
Z 4 ‘{ Lo 7 7 7 Z i
L 4 3 & 3 - L.__.3..._l 1_3_1 I__._3._._._J - L___.3_l -G 1_3_l
221 @
() 4
P A ) = = = = = = = = E
e ; I- :,& &
1Y) 3 3 ”% ilﬁ"‘ !
'l.ﬁu J = i . h; -l | :
y 4 Tﬂf Vi z‘ql:“—‘ WY 7 7 A
< [ — - ., 3 L gt e g 33 T3

——

diminish, slow down, wind down

pE = = = > > > = >
D e e ;
Gl=——at o0 =%t e ———
ry) s i . e ‘u i PP W R v - ? -
i oo | N o B N o]
3 3 & 3 3 R 3 3 @ 3 L_g 1
¥/
finish around same time as bass, or
® slightly after with very light sounds
= & © = & 3 = b o o o D &6 © =.a 5 o = e . long pause
= = = = = = = m
= 4’ w,«‘g L e — — - 2
P = T i, :
l l = g 98 - <'.'““‘~,_\N Chiet H
M S J o -,_ = .‘,_‘J Co J - J ; 2
L 7 L e e rr Vi
& 3 I__3__J - 3 1_3__J - 3 ;3_l - 3 L__3_l

very light harmonics, textural elements,
sustain, tremolo, mostly G + D

230 ) =98
b o D

A Y
XX N . 7. N yd \ ™
N L P 2 7 74 1 o @ - Z - - r X e |
4 i 9% 1 7/ PN - 7 T 7 & ™= 7 ot & /1
T[ ] < A _// P 23 ly] Py ‘ [ l 2 ==
- [ I I = =
mp

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



WWW.maioranamusic.com

1%
[

L e e e S & s
&  — e =t
J mp p o
-.Lﬁ:u NV ﬁ  ———
gt U
; — |
m m, m
239 f o mp
0 4
o 1l
£y 1l
[ & an WER1E
oV
e
) Y o
W ¥ - c— e N——F— —F —»  —
= : b 7 e — S S—
| 4 v v ¥
P —mp——
only very light textural and harmonic elements
now, and wind type sounds, like you're far away
241 @ moltorall. . _ _ _ _ _ | U Uty o e e e e el
) _
p AN y
(e
NV
[Y)
—A
~ ) . s
S A Q a e = £ o —
! » y { i 1 1 I y 3 0
& 1] & 1 J r.N ] 1 1 & I
b i b b3 l'/ b3 'V 23 'r A | Y I
Pp —mp ————pp
N=66 continue, with only the lightest wispy gestures
N and airy wind type sounds, or just silence poco rit. _
244 L/I = ry e =
:ﬂﬂ 0= -0 S M o o &M o o oM o o o M
i e ¥ = =
(s -y & PS S
D) . - o - - -
o r o o o r o o o

B )
o

S

[ W (]

Ea s

@ Jo

N

==

This score is not licensed for performance. Please visit www.maioranamusic.com to purchase performance copies.



